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Mahatma Gandhi’s ideals reverberate in Bali
At an elegant event held on 28 November 2013 at Gedung Wiswa Sabha,
the Hon’ble Governor of the Province of Bali, Mr. Made Mangku Pastika,
delivered the Second Mahatma Gandhi Memorial Lecture. He became the
second Indonesian leader, who delivered the Mahatma Gandhi Memorial
Lectures. The first lecture was delivered on 2 October 2012 by the Vice President
of the Republic of Indonesia, Mr. Boediono.

The event has been organized by the Consulate General of India, Bali, in
collaboration with the Embassy of India and the Jawaharlal Nehru Indian Cultural
Centre (JNICC) in Jakarta.
The Memorial lectures are held to commemorate the birth anniversary of
Mahatma Gandhi, whose birthday on 2 October is celebrated as the International
Day of Non-Violence, as decided by the United Nations General Assembly during
2006-2007. The event helps in reflecting on the life and teachings of Mahatma
Gandhi, which remain quite relevant to the present-day society in view of
continuing incidence of intolerance and violence.

Speaking on the occasion, Ambassador narrated quite eloquently the
events which transformed Barrister Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi into
Mahatma Gandhi, the apostle of non-violence, who steadfastly stood for the
aspirations for change and justice for the people. These challenges still remain
today with us. Gandhi went as a lawyer to South Africa; however, his
experiences there transformed his outlook and he returned to India as a changed
man who fought for the public good. Gandhi started the system of Satyagraha in
South Africa in 1906 and the United Nations declared his birthday as
International Day of Non-Violence bringing his true legacy to the Indian nation
and to the world. Ambassador thanked the Governor for honouring the memory
of Mahatma Gandhi.

The Governor of Bali, during his 25-minute speech, acknowledged that the
progress of Bali is supported by the Government and the Indian people. He
stated that the memorial lecture is one medium to strengthen the brotherhood
through understanding and implementation of the great values of Mahatma
Gandhi. He hoped that the relationships between both countries will stay
harmonious, particularly to cope with the global challenges. The Governor
emphasized that Mahatma Gandhi’s philosophy and ideals such as Ahimsa (not
killing other living creature) or non-violence, Satyagraha (fight for the truth) and
Swadesi (love for the motherland and fulfilling the needs of our own land) has
taught us about maintaining humanity values in social life. He further elaborated
that the Mahatma Gandhi’s philosophy is very relevant in the development and
management of Bali.

The Governor stated that Mahatma Gandhi, for him, is like a candle
enlightening the world and scarified his own life. He mentioned that he studied

several books on Mahatma Gandhi during his childhood in the small library of his
father, who was a teacher. He also watched the movie on Gandhi and has
always been greatly impressed by the life of Mahatma.
He stated that the teachings of Mahatma Gandhi for maintaining peace &
harmony and non-violence are extremely relevant and important in the modernday society, where we rising trend of people resorting to violence in addressing
their issues and conflicts are seen. He further highlighted that Mahatma Gandhi
rightly said that mother earth provides enough food for all human beings.
However, greed for more food and more wealth is the cause of conflicts, which
also leads to rampant poverty and starvation. It is important that all of us,
including the young children and students, follow the teachings of Mahatma
Gandhi, and become a good citizen and a good human being. He hoped that this
event would have abundant spiritual vibrations for Bali and for the world.
The Governor and the Ambassador released the Bahasa Indonesia edition
of “Gandhi’s Outstanding Leadership” (Keagungan Kepemimpinan Gandhi)
written by Ambassador Alan Pascal Nazareth. This edition is the 14th language
edition, with earlier publications in eight Indian languages & English, Spanish,
Portuguese, Chinese and Korean. The book has been translated into Bahasa
Indonesian by Dr. I Gede Suwantana from Bali, who did his Ph.D. in Philosophy
at the University of Burdwan in India under Indian Government scholarship.

Ambassador presented to the Governor the first copy of Bahasa Indonesia
edition of “Studying in India” brought out by the Embassy of India in Jakarta.

A Photo Exhibition of a rare collection of photographs encapsulating the
life of Mahatma Gandhi was held and greatly appreciated by the Governor and
other guests. The Governor stated that the hat which he uses during his visits to
the rural communities and fields is similar to the one used by Gandhiji in one of
his photographs. He then presented two of these hats to Ambassador Gurjit
Singh and Ambassador Nazareth.

In conclusion, Governor emphasized that the island of Bali is the island for
peace and the Balinese pray for Shanti (peace) several times during the day,
including their Tri Sandya prayers and the Wiswa Sabha hall reverberated with
Om Santi Santi Santi as the entire gathering recited this mantra with the
Governor.
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