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Embassy of India
Belgrade

Press Release

Joint Commemoration of Birth Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi
International Day of Non-Violence
Gandhi Street, New Belgrade

Saturday, October 15, 2016 


Dr. Jitendra Singh, Minister of State (I/C) of the Ministry of DONER, MOS in Prime Minister’s Office, Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances & Pensions, Department of Atomic Energy and Department of Space officiated at the ceremony organized by Embassy of India jointly with United Nations Office in Serbia & Belgrade City authorities to commemorate Birth Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi, the Father of Indian nation and the International Day of Non-Violence, on Saturday, 15 October 2016. 


In 2007, at the initiative of the Government of India, The UN General Assembly passed a unanimous Resolution to declare October 2, the Mahatma’s birthday as the International Day of Non-Violence.  The Resolution was co-sponsored by the Government of Serbia. In the same year, the Government of Serbia installed the Gandhi bust, a gift from Government of India, at the Gandhi street in New Belgrade, so named in 1970. On 2nd October 2016, India ratified the Paris agreement on Climate Chage. 
Programme:

1100 hrs
Arrival of guests. Gandhi bhajans in the background
1115 hrs 
Arrival of Chief Guest. 

1120 hrs
Traditional Serbian offerings to guests and Gandhi: bread and salt by Director of 


the Balkankult Foundation

1130 hrs 
National Anthems of India and Serbia by the students of 8th Belgrade gymnasium 
1140 hrs 
Welcome remarks by H.E. Narinder Chauhan, Ambassador of India
1145 hrs
Remarks by H.E. Ms. Irena Vojackova Sollorano, UN Resident Coordinator
1150 hrs 
Remarks by H.E. Mr. Andreja Maldenovic, Deputy Mayor, Belgrade

1155  hrs 
Remarks by Prof Aleksandar Petrovic, Faculty of Philology, Belgrade University
1200  hrs 
Reading of Gandhi quotes by student Aleksandra Stevanovic 
1205  hrs 
Hymns for Gandhi by Veljko Gligorijevic and students 

1210  hrs
My impression of life and work of Mahatma Gandhi by Mirkovic Minja, student 

1215 hrs
Concluding remarks by H.E. Dr. Jitendra Singh, Minister of State, Government of 

India
1225  hrs 
Floral homage at the bust of Mahatma Gandhi 


The head of the newly constituted Serbia-India Parliamentary Friendship Group Ms. Ivana Stojiljkovic also graced the occasion. 

Place: Belgrade 
Date: October18, 2016
