
 
India-Algeria Relations 

 
Political Relations 
 

The diplomatic relationship between India and Algeria was established in 
1962, the same year that Algeria gained independence.  Since the beginning, the 
relations between the two countries have been warm and cordial. Both countries 
have been consistently supporting each other on vital issues at bilateral and 
multilateral levels. Prime Minister Smt. Indira Gandhi visited Algeria in 1973, Shri 
Rajiv Gandhi visited in June 1985 and the President of Algeria Chadli Bendjedid 
visited India in 1982, 1983 and 1987.  President Bouteflika visited India on 24-29 
January 2001 as the Chief Guest at the Republic Day Celebrations.  Besides these 
visits many Minister-level and official-level visits were undertaken by both the 
countries.  Minister of P&NG Shri Murali Deora visited Algeria in 2007.  Minister of 
State for Road Transport & Highways, Shri Jitin Prasada visited Algeria from 4-6 
May 2011 as a Special Envoy of Prime Minister.  

 
Shri E. Ahamed, Minister of State for External Affairs visited Algeria on 17-18 

April, 2013 to commemorate the fiftieth anniversary of Algerian independence and to 
mark fifty years of establishment of diplomatic relations between India and Algeria.  
During his visit, MOS(EA) met PM Abdelmalek Sellal and FM Mourad Medelci.  He 
also interacted with members of the Indian Business Forum (IBF).  The visit provided 
the opportunity to review the entire gamut of bilateral relationship with the main 
thrust on imparting momentum to the economic and commercial relations.  Six 
sectors, viz., hydrocarbons and minerals, pharmaceuticals, ICT, iron ore mining, 
infrastructure development and hospitality were identified for cooperation. 

 
India-Algeria Parliamentary Friendship Group was established in 2008.  Two 

Young Algerian Parliamentarians visited India in March, 2013 under the “Leaders of 
Future” programme.  Hon’ble Mr. Ali Melaghsou, MP from the ruling party FLN, 
visited India from 8-15 March, 2014 under this programme this year. 

 
The 4th round of India-Algeria FOCs was held in Algiers on 20-21 October, 

2013 (the 3rd round was held in New Delhi on 14 March, 2012). The Indian side was 
led by Shri Sandeep Kumar, JS (WANA) and included Ambassador Shri K.S. 
Bhardwaj, FS (POL), US (WANA) and Attaché (Pol). The Algerian side was led by 
Amb Mr. Mohamed El Amine Derragui, Director General (Asia Oceania) in the 
Algerian Ministry of foreign Affairs.  During the discussions bilateral issues, pending 
agreements and situation in the Middle East and Arab world were discussed.  
 
Economic and Commercial Relations 
 

Bilateral trade between India and Algeria had shown significant growth from 
US$ 55 million in 2001 to US$ 3.33 billion in 2011.  In 2012 it came down to US$ 
2.168 billion and in 2013 to US$ 2.12 billion, mainly due to fall in Algeria’s 
hydrocarbon exports to India during these two years.  India’s exports to Algeria, 
however, increased to US$ 1.305 billion in 2013 from US$ 1.107 billion in 2012 
(US$1.084 billion in 2011). There still remains a huge potential for further expansion 
of our exports as the imports from India constituted a meager 2.37% of Algeria’s total 



imports in 2013.  The following table provides statistical figures of India’s trade with 
Algeria over the years: 

US$million 
 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 

            
2006 2007 

 
2008  2009 2010 2011 2012 

 
2013 

India
n 
expor
ts 

37 83 135 219 288.7   422.9 442.3 755  805 772.4 1084.8 1101 1305 

Alger
ian 
expor
ts 

18 67 15 37.4 140 651.1 958 1287  265 1565.3 2307 1067 815 

Total 55 150 150 256.4 428.7   1074 1400.3 2042 1070 2337.7 3391.8 2168 2120 

 
(These figures do not include statistics for Indian goods imported from and through 
third countries, which could be of ample value because of tariff preferences given to 
Arab countries (read Gulf countries). 
 
Major import items: Automobiles and spare parts, agricultural and industrial 
machinery and equipment, pharmaceuticals, mobile phones and accessories, 
foodstuff (frozen bovine meat, chickpeas, milk powder, rice, spices, cashew nuts) 
and cosmetic products.  
 
Majors export items: Oil, gas, lubricants and phosphate.  
 

India’s PSUs Telecommunications Consultations India Ltd., Engineers India 
Ltd., and IRCON International Ltd., have been in Algeria and executing their project 
works. Engineers India Limited has been working as a consultant for Algerian 
national oil company SONATRACH for more than 25 years.  IRCON International is 
carrying out a US$335 million railway project.  The other Indian companies KEC 
International, Kalpataru, Gammon India Ltd., and Gulf Jyoti International, a 
subsidiary of Jyoti Structures Ltd., have secured new projects in power transmission 
during 2010. Another Indian company Dodsal Engineering and Construction FZE has 
executed an LNG train project worth US$ 250 million as a sub-contractor. A 
construction company Shapoorji Pallonji has established its office in Algeria and is 
executing a construction project in Setif. The Indian Pharmaceutical companies Sun 
Pharmaceuticals, Mission Viva Care, Zydus Cadila and Famy Care also have their 
presence in Algeria.  Projects and Development India Ltd., is providing consultancy 
in project management and engineering services for Sonatrach-Oman joint venture 
for production of urea. An Indian Business Forum in Algeria (IBFA) was set up in July 
2010. The Bharat Petroleum Corporation Ltd. and the Indian Oil Corporation signed 
term contracts with Sonatrach, the national oil company of Algeria, for supply of 
Saharan crude oil to the tune of US$ 1.5 billion during 2010. An Indian 
pharmaceutical company “Hetero Drugs” signed a partnership agreement with an 
Algerian company in December 2010 for manufacture of oncology medicines in 
Algeria. The GAIL India Ltd. made spot purchases of LNG from Algeria during 2011 
and is negotiating with Sonatrach for supply of natural gas on term contract basis.  A 
seminar “Doing Business with India” was organized by the Embassy in November 
2011 in which a large number of Algerian and Indian businessmen participated.  An 
Engineers India Ltd. delegation visited Algeria on 4 April, 2012 and signed an MOU 



with Algerian National Oil Company, SONATRACH for setting up a Joint Venture 
engineering consultancy. 30 Indian companies participated in the 45th Algiers 
International Fair in May, 2012, including Spice Board of India, under the aegis of 
ASSOCHAM. A team from Larsen & Toubro (India) visited Algeria to explore 
possibility of joint ventures with Sonatrach/Sonelgaz in late 2012.  Engineering 
Export Promotion Council and PHARMEXCIL held BSMs in Algiers in January and 
March, 2013 respectively.  Vijay Electricals, an Indian company manufacturing power 
transformers, has been awarded a US$102 million tender for supply of 300 
transformers to Algeria in October, 2013.  A delegation from Indian Marble & Granite 
Association took part in a fruitful buyers-sellers meet which was inaugurated on 26 
November, 2013 in Hotel Hilton, Algiers.  A seminar on cooperation in construction 
sector was organized by the Mission in collaboration with Shapoorji Pallonji 
International, an Indian company operating in Algeria, at Hotel Hilton on 5 May, 
2014.  India has been invited as ‘Country of Honour’ to participate in Algeria 
International Trade Fair in 2015. 
 
Cultural 
 

Cultural troupes of both countries exchange visits under the Cultural 
Exchange Programme. Algeria sent their cultural troupe ‘Djemawi Africa’ to India 
during the India-Africa Forum Summit held in New Delhi in April 2008.  Algeria sent 
another 32-member ballet troupe to India in December 2010. A 9-member Algerian 
classical music group participated in the India-Africa Forum summit held in Addis 
Ababa in May 2011.  

 
An Indian painting exhibition ‘Women by Women’ was sent to Algeria by ICCR 

in 2009.  The Algerian Government assisted in organizing this painting exhibition in 
more than 10 provinces including Algiers.  The exhibition toured around 2 years and 
was well received by the people of Algeria.  

 
A Rajasthani folk dance troupe ‘Meera Kala Mandir’ visited Algeria in 

December 2009 to participate in the Deserts People Festival.   
 
Indian Films are very popular among the Algerian people.  An Indian film 

festival was held in Algeria in September 2010. The Algerian Embassy in New Delhi, 
the Directorate of Film Festival and the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting 
jointly organized the first ever film festival of Algerian films in New Delhi in 
September 2006.   
 

An India Show was organized in Algiers to show case Indian food and spices 
in February 2011, where a large number of Algerians participated.  Cooked Indian 
food, spices and Basmati rice were distributed. 
 

A 10-member Bharatnatyam classical dance troupe visited Algeria in March 
2011 and gave performances in Skikda and Algiers.  Another 14-member Rajasthani 
folk dance troupe visited Algeria from 10-18 July 2011 and gave their scintillating 
dance performances in Skikda, Tlemcen, Sidi Bel Abbes and Oran. 

 
India participated in the “Tlemcen Cultural Capital of the Islamic World”.  In 

this festival, India week was held from 23 to 26 November 2011.  Besides a 



photographic exhibition on Islamic heritage of India and bollywood film shows on 
Islamic themes, a seven-member Sufi Kathak group, a Koran reciter and an Arabic 
calligrapher displayed their performances. 

 
A 14-member Bhangra Dance troupe visited Algeria from 22 January 2012 to 

4th February 2012 coinciding with India’s Republic Day and gave nine performances 
in different parts of the country. 

 
Algeria celebrated 50th Anniversary of its independence recently.  Coinciding 

with this, the Mission also celebrated 50th Anniversary of establishment of diplomatic 
relations with Algeria. As India was one of the nine participating countries, this 
Mission brought cultural troupes from India in collaboration with the Algerian Ministry 
of Culture and ICCR to perform in various parts of Algeria during the celebrations. A 
Manipuri Dance Troupe and Thang-ta cultural group performed to packed audiences 
in various cities in Algeria in November, 2012. Another ICCR sponsored Bollywood 
troupe enthralled audiences in various cities, including Algiers, from 26 January, 
2013 to 10 February, 2013.  A week-long Indian Food Festival was also held at hotel 
Sofitel in Algeria on the occasion to coincide with the Bollywood Troupe’s visit and 
Republic Day Celebrations. 
 
Indian Community 
  

Indian Diaspora in Algeria is very small.  There are approximately 2500 
Indians (though only about one-third of them have registered themselves with the 
Embassy) working in various projects and establishments in the country, most of 
them technically skilled persons working on projects in remote areas. Only a handful 
of Indians live in the capital city of Algiers including some country heads of 
companies. 

 
For more information and latest updates please visit  
Embassy of India, Algiers website: 
http://www.indianembassyalgiers.org/  
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