
India-Azerbaijan Relations

India and Azerbaijan have age-old historical relations and shared traditions.
The Ateshgah fire temple in the vicinity of Baku is a fine example. This medieval
monument with Devanagri and Gurmukhi wall inscriptions is a surviving proof of the
age-old relationship between the two countries. The trade links with India, led to
renewed contacts of the Indian merchants heading towards Europe through the Silk
Route. In the more recent period, President Dr. S. Radhakrishnan, Prime Minister
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru and film star Raj Kapoor had visited Baku. Famous Azeri
artist Rashid Behbudov, a close friend of Raj Kapoor promoted Azeri music in
India and Indian music in Azerbaijan. Famous singer Elmira Rahimova spent two
years studying Indian music/dance in India in the late 1950s

Diplomatic relations:

India recognized Azerbaijan in December 1991. Diplomatic relations with
Azerbaijan were established on 28th February, 1992. An Indian resident mission was
opened in Baku in March 1999. Azerbaijan opened its first resident mission in New
Delhi in October, 2004. Year 2012 marks the 20th anniversary of the establishment of
diplomatic relations. As per deliberations at the Foreign Office Consultations (FOC) held
last year, the two governments are proposing to take some measures to commemorate
the event and to strengthen bilateral ties in the process.

Bilateral visits:

Mr. Mani Shankar Aiyar, Minister for Petroleum and Natural Gas, headed a
delegation consisting executives from the oil and gas industry to Baku from 9-10

June, 2 005. He was the main speaker at the first plenary session of the 12
th 

Caspian
International Oil and Gas Conference. Aiyar again visited Baku in September, 2007 as
Minister of Panchayati Raj, Youth Affairs & North Eastern Region to participate in the
Conference on  Dialogue Among Civilizations at the invitation of the ruling Yeni
Azerbaijan Party. In April 2007, Mr. Jairam Ramesh, Minister of State for Commerce
and Industry along with a high level delegation from different
Ministries/Departments/PSUs visited Baku for setting up of the Inter-governmental
Joint Commission on Trade, Economic, Technological Cooperation between India and
Azerbaijan. A three member delegation led by Justice (Retd.) B.C. Patel, Member,
NHRC, comprising Mrs. Yasmeen Abrar, Actg, Chairperson, National Commission of
Women (NCW) and Mrs. Dipa Dixit, Member, National Commission for Protection of
Child Rights participated in an international conference organized by  the Ombudsperson
of Azerbaijan on 16-18 June 2011. Lt. Gen. (Retd.) Nirbhay Sharma, Member, UPSC
participated in a seminar on transparency in civil service through objective recruitment
organized by the Civil Service Commission of Azerbaijan on 24-25 June, 2011.The third
session of Foreign Office Consultation(FOC) at the Deputy Foreign Minister/
Secretary(East), MEA level took place in Baku on 22-24 September, 2011.Shri Ajay
Maken, Minister of Youth Affairs and Sports led a youth delegation to Azerbaijan from
June 27-29, 2012 to participate in the first "Great Silk Way" International Youth
Congress and Festival.  Shri  Kapil  Sibal,  Minister  for  Communications  and  IT  led  a
delegation to Baku on November 3-4, 2012 to participate in the Internet Governance
Forum (IGF). Shri Ravi Cappor, Joint Secretary, Ministry of Commerce & Industry led a
delegation to Baku on June 23-25, 2013 to participate in the 5th Coordination Council
Meeting of International North South Transport Corridor (INSTC)  

Mr. Natig Aliyev, Minister of Energy visited India on October 9-10, 2012; Mr. Fikrat
Mammadov,  Minister  for  Justice  visited  India  on  April  3-6,  2013;  Mr.  Elmar
Mammadyarov, Minister of Foreign Affairs visited India on May 3, 2013; and Mr. Samir
Sharifov, Minister of Finance visited India on May 2, 2013. 



The first meeting of the India-Azerbaijan Intergovernmental Joint Commission
(IGC) on Trade, Economic, Scientific and Technological Cooperation was held in New
Delhi on 26 November, 2009. The second meeting of the Intergovernmental Commission
on Trade, Economic, S c i e n t i f i c  a n d  Te c h n o l o g i c a l  C o o p e r a t i o n , c h a i r e d
by  Mr.  Jyotiraditya  M.  Scindia, MOS (CI) from Indian side and Mr. Huseyngulu
Baghirov, Minister of Ecology and Natural Resources from Azerbaijani side was held in
Baku on April 16, 2012.

A business delegation from Confederation of Indian Industries visited Baku
from February 19-22, 2012. India-Azerbaijan Business Forum was organized on
February 20, 2012 in collaboration with AZPROMO  and  on  March  14,  2013  in
collaboration with National Confederation of Entrepreneurs ( Employees ) Organization,
Baku 

Bilateral agreements:

An agreement on Economic and Technical Cooperation was signed in June, 1998. 
Air Service Agreement and a Protocol of Intergovernmental Commission were signed in
April 2012. Agreements on Mutual Legal Assistance Treaty (MLAT) in Civil & Commercial
Matters, MLAT in Criminal Matters and Extradition Treaty were signed in April 2013.   A
Protocol  on  Cooperation  between the  Foreign  Ministries  of  India  and Azerbaijan  was
signed in May 2013.  Agreements on visa exemption regime for diplomatic, official and
service  passport  holders,  bilateral  investments,  double  taxation  avoidance,  cultural,
tourism and educational cooperation are under discussions. 

Trade and commerce:

India’s bilateral  trade with Azerbaijan has been growing steadily in recent years.
Substantial  trade of Indian goods and products is carried through UAE and other third
countries which do not get reflected in the trade statistics of India or Azerbaijan. India’s
pharmaceutical  sector  is  well  known  in  Azerbaijan  and  many  Indian  pharmaceutical
companies are represented in Azerbaijan either through their own representative offices or
tie ups with local dealers.  Other important items of direct and indirect imports from India
are clothes and textiles, tea, meat, food processing equipment, electronic cards, boilers
and other plant equipment. A few Indian manufactured automobiles and mobile telephone
handsets  made  their  debut  into  Azerbaijan  in  2010  and  have  increased  in  2011.  The
primary import of India from Azerbaijan is crude oil. Bilateral trade increased substantially
from around US$ 50 million in  2005 to  US$ 214 in  2007.  This  jump in  bilateral  trade
coincided  with  the  opening  of  the  Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan  (BTC)  oil  pipeline  to  the
Mediterranean  port,  from  where;  Indian  oil  companies  have  been  buying  substantive
quantities  of  crude  oil.  In  2010,  total  trade  was  a  little  over  US$  330  million  as  per
Azerbaijani official figures. In 2011, trade turnover between India and Azerbaijan was US$
411 million, a 22 % increase compared to 2010. In 2010, imports of pharmaceuticals and
tea dropped, the shipment of bauxite has resumed, and some new products like small cars
and mobile telephone handsets entered the country for the first time. In  2012, India’s trade
with Azerbaijan was US$ 1.96 billion, which was 376% more compared in 2011 primarily
due to increase in import of Azeri crude oil and Iodine by Indian refiners, and Bauxite by
Azerbaijan. An Indian delegation led by Mr. D.K.Sarrf, managing Director of ONGC Videsh
Limited (OVL), New Delhi visited Baku from 21-22 October, 2012. ONGC has entered into
an agreement with the Azerbaijan government for purchase of assets worth US$ 1 billion in
Azerbaijan’s  oil  fields  and  pipelines.  The  ONGC  Videsh  Ltd  has  acquired  shares  in
development project of  the Azeri-Chirag-Gunashli  (2.72%) oil  field and the Baku-Tbilisi-
Ceyhan pipe line (2.36%) from US Company Hess. The ONGC has opened their office in
Baku. 

Azerbaijan’s GDP in 2012 was 2.2%. Azerbaijan’s foreign trade turnover with 155
countries  amounted  to  US$  33.6  billion.  Exports  amounted  to  US$  23.9  billion  while
Imports amounted US$ 9.7 billion. Country’s foreign exchange reserves currently reached



US$ 46.5 billion in 2012, which was amounted to 70% of GDP, while the country’s foreign
debt is 7% of the GDP. Income of population increased by 13.8%. GDP per capita was
US$ 7490. Unemployment and poverty rates decreased to 6% and 5.2% respectively. In
2012, Azerbaijan invested US$1128.8 million abroad and received foreign investment of
US$ 10.3.billion. Wages and pension were increased by an average 10% in 2012. 

 In January- April, 2013, Azerbaijan’s GDP growth was 3.8%.Share’s of Azerbaijan
GDP in different sector was 51.3% in industry, 2.5% in agriculture, 7.9% in transport and
communication, 8.9% in construction, 9.8% in trade and services and 19.6% in others.
Non-oil GDP growth was

10.9%, Oil  GDP decreased by 4%. Inflation rate was 1.4%. Azerbaijan’s  foreign
trade with 132 countries US$ 11.567 million. Exports: US$ 8.419 million and imports: US$
3.148 million. In January-April, 2013 India’s bilateral trade with Azerbaijan was US$ 431
million  (Exports:  US$  414  million  while  imports:  US  17  million).   Country’s  foreign
exchange reserves currently were US$ 46 billion. An average exchange rate remained to
AZN 0.78 to 1 US$. Agriculture production increased by 4.8%. Poverty rate was 5.6%. In
January-|March,  2013.  Azerbaijan  invested  abroad  US$  4  billion  and  received  foreign
direct investment of US$ 1.4 billion. Azerbaijan has proven natural gas reserves of about
2.55 billion cubic meters, while proven oil reserves was estimated at 2 billion tones.   In
2012,  Indian  software  development  companies  have  been  given  some  contracts  by
Azerbaijani banks and insurance companies. Some engineering consultancy companies
have bagged projects in the cement and power sector respectively. Indian companies have
unsuccessfully bid for major infrastructure projects in the power sector, though BHEL had
successfully undertaken a power plant rehabilitation project earlier in the last decade. 

CULTURAL: 

Cultural affinity between Azerbaijan and India is close. World renowned Azerbaijani
poet Nizami Ganjavi had a profound influence on eminent Indian poets like Amir Khusrau.
The late Rashid Behbudov, a noted tenor who switched to singing popular Azeri songs in
the  European classical  tradition  was a close friend of  the late  Raj  Kapoor.  Behbudov,
Elmira Rahimova and other artists have been instrumental in popularizing Indian music
and songs in the country.  Indian cinema continues to have a large following and Azeri
language TV channels screen Hindi films periodically, including the new Bollywood cinema
as well as the older movies of Raj Kapoor, Amitabh Bachhan, Mithun Chakraborty, Hema
Malini,  etc.  A student  from Azerbaijan  is  currently  enrolled  at  the  FTTI,  Pune  for  film
direction course. Hindustani raga exponent, Indrani Mukherjee from Kolkata was invited to
participate at the Second International Mugham Festival in Baku in March 2011. Amaan Ali
Khan and his brother  Ayaan gave two scintillating performances at  the 'Silkway Music
Festival'  in  Baku  on  29  and  30  June  2011.  The  150th  Birth  Anniversary  of  Gurudev
Rabindranath  Tagore  was  celebrated  at  Baku  on  May 6,  2011  at  a  scientific  seminar
organized by the Institute of Literature named after Nizami. A Tagore scholar from Viswa-
Bharati University, Shantiniketan, Prof. Abhijit Sen, participated in the event. The Indian
scholar  also  interacted  with  the  students  and  faculty  of  the  Azerbaijan  University  of
Languages. ICCR sponsored the visit of Aman and Ayan Ali Khan, sarod exponents for the
Silk Way Music Festival held in Baku in late June 2011. A Hindi teaching section started
functioning in  the Azerbaijan  University of  Languages (AUL) in  October  2010 with  the
deputation of  a professor  of  Hindi  from Delhi  University under  sponsorship of  a  'Hindi
Chair'  by  ICCR.  At  present  24  Azerbaijani  students  are  learning  Hindi  as  an  elective
subject.One student from Azerbaijan has just completed a special; course for foreigners at
Kendriya Hindi Sansthan, Agra and a second student is currently in Agra doing course. On
her return, the first student has been absorbed by the AUL as a Hindi language teacher.
The Embassy sponsored Dr.  Karimov and Dr. Parvin from Institute of Archaeology and
Ethnography, Baku from the funds allocated by the Ministry of Culture, New Delhi for such
activities to participate in the International Seminar on Indo-Iranian Cultural Heritage in the
context of Sufism As a Strong Bond of Cultural Relations between India, Iran, Afghanistan,
Turkey and Central Asia organized by University of Gawahati, Gauhati on 2-4 February,
2012. The 870th anniversary of Nizami Ganjavi celebrations were held in Azerbaijan and



India during 2012. 

Currently,  Ministry  allotted  10  slots  under  Technical  and  Economic  Cooperation
(ITEC) for the year 2012-13. GOI Tourism Office Frankfurt and three tour operators from
India  participated  for  the  second  time  in  the  11 th Azerbaijan  International  Travel  and
Tourism (AIFT)  held  in  Baku on April  12-14,  2012.  The  ‘Incredible  India’ pavilion  was
inaugurated by the Azerbaijani Minister of Culture and Tourism.

INDIAN COMMUNITY: 

There  are  about  400  Indians  resident  in  Azerbaijan.  There  are  two  Indian
associations vi.  Baku Malyalee Association and India Azerbaijan Association which are
closely  associated  with  the  Embassy.  Ambassador  is  the  Patron  of  India  Azerbaijan
Association.  All  the  Indian  festivals  and  other  cultural  activities  are  organized  by  the
Associations from time to time.  A smaller number come for short term project work. A few
former  students  are  now  engaged  in  commodities  trading,  catering  and  restaurant
business while professionals are employed mainly with MNCs in oil and gas sectors. Most
UAE-based suppliers of  oil/gas industry spares have Indian professionals on their  roll.
Some civil contracting firms have brought Indian construction workers from the Middle East
for short-term jobs in Baku. The Indian Association of Azerbaijan is a registered body,
which holds periodic social events to coincide with major Indian festivals and international
events.  The  Indian  community  which  is  in  the  4th/5th place  in  Azerbaijan,  in  terms  of
numerical strength, is very active both professionally and socially and has integrated well
with the local population.
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