
India–Bahrain Relations

India  and  Bahrain  enjoy  excellent  bilateral  relations.  Relations  are
characterized by cordial  political,  economic and cultural  exchanges.  Presence of
over 350,000 Indian nationals out of a total of 1.2 million residents in Bahrain is an
important aspect of India’s bilateral relations with Bahrain.  There is a large degree of
convergence between Bahrain and India on a wide range of global issues.

Political Relations

Important Visits to India

• Visit of late H.H. Shaikh Isa Bin Salman Al- Khalifa, the late Ameer of Bahrain
in 1981.
• Visit  of  late  H.H.  Shaikh Isa  Bin Salman Al-  Khalifa,  Ameer  of  Bahrain in
March 1983 to participate in NAM Conference.
• Visit of H.H. Shaikh Khalifa Bin Salman Al- Khalifa, P.M. of Bahrain from 11 to
14 January 2004.
• Visit  of   H.H.  Shaikh  Salman  Bin  Hamd  Al-  Khalifa,  Crown  Prince  and
Commander in Chief of Bahrain Army from 19 to 23 March 2007.
• Visit of H.R.H Prince Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, Crown Prince and Deputy
Supreme Commander of Kingdom of Bahrain during May 30-31, 2012.
• Visit of H.R.H. Prince Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, Crown Prince, Deputy
Supreme Commander and First Deputy Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Bahrain to
the Indian state of Kerala during 17-18 March, 2013.

Important Visits from India

• Visit of Mr. Giani Zail Singh, Hon’ble President of India, in 1983
• Visit of Hon’ble Vice President Mr. Krishan Kant in March 1999 
• Visit of MOS(EA) Shri E. Ahamed (January 2009)
• Visit of Minister of Overseas Indian Affairs Shri Vayalar Ravi (July 2009)
• Visit of MOS(EA) Dr. Shashi Tharoor  (October 2009)
• Visit of Minister of Human Resource Development Shri Kapil Sibal (October
2010)
• Visit  of  Minister  Overseas Indian Affairs  & Civil  Aviation Shri  Vayalar  Ravi
(January 2011)
• Visit of Minister of State for External Affairs Shri E. Ahamed to Bahrain during
June 4-5, 2013.

Foreign Office Consultations:

Foreign Office Consultations (FOC) between India and Bahrain was last held
on  October  23rd  2011.   The  Indian  delegation  was  led  by  Mr.  Sanjay  Singh,
Secretary (East), Ministry of External Affairs and Bahrain delegations was led by Mr.
Abdul  Latif  Abdulla,  Under  Secretary,  Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs.   Detailed
discussions covering bilateral, regional, community and consular issues were held.



  Bilateral Agreements/Memorandums of Understanding:-

India has the following bilateral agreements with Bahrain:

1. Agreement  between  the  Government  of  the  Republic  of  India  and  the
Government of  the Kingdom of Bahrain for Exchange of Information with
respect to Taxes. (May 2012)

2. Memorandum of  Understanding between Government  of  the  Republic  of
India and Government of the Kingdom of Bahrain on Co-operation in the
Field of Information and communication Technology. (May2012)

3. Memorandum  of  Understanding  on  Co-operation  between  Ministries  of
Foreign Affairs. (January 2004)

4. Agreement on Juridical and judicial Co-operation in Civil  and Commercial
Matters. (January 2004)

5. Extradition Treaty. (January 2004)
6. Agreement on Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters. (January 2004)
7. Agreement  on  the  Promotion  and  Protection  of  Bilateral  Investment.

(January 2004)
8. Air Service Agreement. (April  2000)
9. Agreement  for  Media  Co-operation  between  Prasar  Bharati  and  Bahrain

Radio & TV Corporation. (March 2007)
10. MoU on Labour and manpower Development. (June 2009)

Trade and Economic Relations:

Although  India  and  Bahrain  enjoy  economic  and  trade  relations  for  over
several centuries, these relations have received fresh impetus since the oil boom of
the early seventies.   Relative prosperity and higher standard of living in Bahrain
boosted  global  imports  of  goods  and  services,  including  from  India.    Bahrain
government’s  policy  of  industrial  diversification  also  played  an  important  role  in
enhancing economic cooperation between India and Bahrain.  More than anything
else, new job opportunities attracted a large number of Indian expatriates to Bahrain.
The number of Indian expatriates in Bahrain is now estimated at around 3,50,000
and constitute more than one third of Bahrain’s population.   India’s total trade (non-
oil)  with  Bahrain  for  the  fiscal  year  2012-2013 stood at  `  7196.11 crores  (US $
1325.43 million) while India imported oil  worth US $ 825.300 thousand (January-
December 2012).  India’s top five non-oil exports included (i) Inorganic chemicals,
organic or inorganic compounds of precious metals, or rare earth ,metals, or radi.
Elem  or  of  isotopes,  (ii)  Nuclear  Reactors,  boilers,  machinery  and  mechanical
appliances,  (iii)   Electrical  Machinery  and  Equipment  and  parts  thereof,  Sound
Recorders  and  reproducers,  Television  image  and  Sound  Recorders  and
Reproducers, and parts (iv) Cereals, and (v) Vehicles other than Railway or Tramway
Rolling Stock, and parts and accessories thereof, while India’s imports (non-oil) were
: (i)  Aluminium and articles, (ii)  Ores, Slag and Ash, (iii) Iron and Steel, (iv) Salt,
Sulphur,  Earths  and  stone;  Plastering  Materials,  Lime  and  Cement,  and  (v)
Fertilizers.

Commercial and Economic Institutional arrangements:

(i) India-Bahrain Joint Committee on Economic & Technical Cooperation:
India  and Bahrain signed an Economic and Technical  Cooperation Agreement in
April 1981  during  the  visit of  the  Amir to  New Delhi.   JCETC  has  since  met four



times (1986 – New Delhi, 1991 – Bahrain, 1998 – New Delhi and 2007 – Bahrain).
In  the  fourth  meeting,  held  in  Bahrain  on  14-15  November,  2007,  the  Indian
delegation was led by Shri E. Ahamed, Hon’ble Minister of State for External Affairs.
The  two  sides  looked  at  the  possibility  of  cooperation  in  areas  of  petroleum,
aluminium, chemicals, shipping, finance and hospitality.    The issues of cooperation
in financial sector including Avoidance of Double Taxation, health, IT, civil aviation,
manpower,  education,  information  and  culture  and  youth  and  sports  were  also
discussed.

(ii) Joint Business Council:    A Joint Business Council (JBC) was set up on 12
October, 1994.   The first meeting was held in Bahrain in 1996.  The second meeting
was held on 17-24 February,  2001, in India where a 21-member high-level trade
delegation visited India.   FICCI made a number of presentations to the Bahraini
delegations  on  sectors  relating  to  information  technology,  food  industry,
telecommunications and small & medium industries.    The delegation also had a
number  of  one-to-one  meetings  with  prospective  Indian  entrepreneurs  both  for
exports as well as setting up joint ventures in Bahrain. 

(iii) ESC-EDB  Information  Technology  Agreement:   In  May  2001,  a  15-
member delegation led by the Electronics and Computer Software Export Promotion
Council  (ESC) from India visited Bahrain and signed an MoU with  the Bahrain’s
Economic  Development  Board  (EDB)  –  the  nodal  agency for  development  of  IT
sector in the country.   The MoU envisages a wide gamut of activities, which include
business development, organizing training programmes, seminars and workshops.
The EDB delegation during its visit to India in January 2002, signed two MoUs with
National Small Industries Corporation of India and Federation of Indian Chambers of
Commerce  &  Industries  for  development  of  SMEs and  IT  and  Telecom sectors.
EDB also opened its branch office in Bangalore during that visit. 

(iv)     Bahrain India Society:  A group of India friendly businessmen led by former
Labour Minister  of  Bahrain Abdul  Nabi  Al  Sho’ala founded Bahrain India Society,
which was formally inaugurated by Bahrain Foreign Minister on 21 December 2008.
The Society’s objectives are (i) forging closer ties of friendship and understanding
between  the  peoples  of  the  Kingdom  of  Bahrain  and  the  Republic  of  India  (ii)
cooperation between the two countries in the economic, cultural, sports and scientific
fields, and (iii) to develop friendship and cooperation between the residents who are
nationals of the Republic of India and the people of Bahrain in the social, cultural and
sports fields.   

During  the  official  visit  to  India  of  His  Royal  Highness Prince Salman bin
Hamad Al Khalifa, Crown Prince and Deputy Supreme Commander of Kingdom of
Bahrain,  on  May  30-31,  2012,  a  high  level  official  and  business  delegation
accompanied him.  The Crown Prince and the business delegation held business
meetings in Mumbai and Delhi which will provide a new impetus to bilateral business
ties. The following Agreement/ Memorandum of Understanding were signed:

(i)       Agreement  between  the  Government  of  the Republic of India and the   
Government of the Kingdom of Bahrain for Exchange of Information with respect to 
Taxes. 
(ii)       Memorandum of Understanding between Government of the Republic of 
India and Government  of  the Kingdom of Bahrain on Cooperation  in the Field Of 
Information and Communication Technology. 



Indian Expatriate Community:

While Bahrain is a small country both geographically (a mere 712 sq. kms.)
and in terms of population (1.2 million), it has been a favourite   destination for Indian
nationals working as expatriates.  The number of Indian nationals has increased over
the years.  The current estimate of Indian expatriates in the island is around 350,000.
Out of this total, as many as 220,000 are from the state of Kerala.  Andhra Pradesh
and  Tamil  Nadu  account  for  roughly  40,000  each.   The  remaining  50,000  is
accounted  for  by  our  nationals  from Maharashtra,  Karnataka,  Punjab  and  other
Indian States.  In terms of professions, the vast majority i.e. 70% of our nationals are
in the category of unskilled labour. Banking, medicine, management and accounts
for the bulk of the well-to-do.  An idea of the exponential increase of our expatriate
community can be gauged from the fact that while there were only 90,000 Indian
nationals working in Bahrain in the year 2000, the number has since quadrupled to
350,000.  

The  Indian  expatriate  community  enjoys  great  goodwill  from  the  Bahraini
authorities and the employers alike.  It is no secret that Indians are preferred over
other expatriates from the subcontinent.  The main reasons for this are: the trust
factor,  strong  work  ethics  and  the  “apolitical”  orientation  of  Indian  expatriates.
Despites the serious unrest in Bahrain, it is noteworthy that there was no ”targeting”
of Indians by the opposition activists and the safety and security of our nationals was
ensured by Bahraini authorities.  
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