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India-Bangladesh Relations 

 
 India and Bangladesh share bonds of history, language, culture, and multitude of other 
commonalities. The excellent bilateral ties reflect an all-encompassing partnership based on 
sovereignty, equality, trust, and understanding that goes far beyond a strategic partnership. 
The partnership has strengthened, matured and evolved as a model for bilateral relations for 
the entire region and beyond. 
 
2.   The year 2021 witnessed intense engagements at the highest levels. Former President of 
India, Sh. Ram Nath Kovind paid a State Visit to Bangladesh at the invitation of the President 
of Bangladesh H.E. Mr. Abdul Hamid from December 15 to 17, 2021, to attend the 50th Vijay 
Diwas celebrations in Bangladesh, as the Guest of Honour. This was his maiden visit to 
Bangladesh and also his first visit overseas since outbreak of the Covid-19 pandemic. He 
paid homage to martyrs of the Liberation War at the National Martyrs’ Memorial at Savar and 
also paid his respects to Sheikh Mujibur Rahman at the Bangabandhu Memorial Museum.  
 
3. On December 16, 2021, the President of India attended the Victory Day parade in 
Dhaka as the Guest of Honour. A 122-member tri-service contingent of the Indian Armed 
Forces also participated on this historic occasion, in remembrance of the bravery and the 
supreme sacrifices made by the Indian Armed Forces during the 1971 Liberation War of 
Bangladesh. Later the same day, the President delivered an address at a special event held 
to mark the Golden Jubilee of the Independence of Bangladesh at the Bangladesh 
Parliament. On December 17, the President inaugurated the newly reconstructed Sree Sree 
Ramna Kali Mandir in Dhaka, that had been destroyed in March 1971 by Pakistani forces. He 
also interacted with Indian war veterans and Muktijoddhas of Bangladesh and later addressed 
a gathering of friends of India representing different walks of life from the Bangladeshi society 
and members of the Indian community. Key announcements made during the visit included 
announcement of the first occupant of the Bangabandhu Chair at Delhi University; and 
extension of the Nutan India - Bangladesh Maitree Muktijoddha Sontan Scholarship Scheme 
for a period of five years. A 1971-era MiG-21 aircraft was gifted to the National Museum of 
Bangladesh.  
 
4. Prime Minister Narendra Modi paid a State Visit to Bangladesh from 26 to 27 March 
2021 to join as Guest of Honour at a troika of celebrations: the Golden Jubilee of the 
Independence of Bangladesh; the Birth Centenary of the Father of the Nation Bangabandhu 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and; 50 years of establishment of diplomatic relations between India 
and Bangladesh. This was his first in-person foreign visit, after Covid-19 virus spread 
worldwide. As part of his official engagements, PM called on President of Bangladesh. He laid 
a wreath at the National Martyrs’ Memorial at Savar and also paid his respects to the memory 
of Bangabandhu at his mausoleum in Tungipara, Gopalganj, becoming the first foreign 
dignitary to do so. PM also visited Jashoreshwari Temple in Satkhira district and the Matua 
community temple in Orakandi, Gopalganj district, apart from addressing a local gathering of 
community leaders there. Both Prime Ministers held a tête-à-tête and delegation level talks on 
27 March 2021, which were followed by exchange of five bilateral documents pertaining to 
disaster management and mitigation; cooperation between the National Cadet Corps of 
respective countries; establishment of a framework of cooperation for trade remedial 
measures; Supply of ICT Equipment, Courseware & Reference Books and Training for 
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Bangladesh-Bharot Digital Service and Employment Training (BDSET) Centre; 
and Establishment of Sports Facilities at Rajshahi. 
 
5. Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina was on a State Visit to India from 5-8 September 2022. 
During her visit, she called on Hon’ble President Smt. Droupadi Murmu and Hon’ble Vice 
President, Shri Jagdeep Dhankar. Delegation-level talks with PM Modi were held on 6 
September 2022, after which seven MoUs on bilateral cooperation, including on riverwater 
sharing, capacity building and space cooperation, inter alia, were signed. The two Prime 
Ministers jointly unveiled Unit-I of the Maitree Super Thermal Power Plant, Rampal; the 
Rupsha Railway Bridge in Khulna; the signing of project management consultancy contracts 
for two railway lines, viz. Khulna-Darshana railway line and Parbotipur-Kaunia railway line; the 
offer of 20 Broad Gauge locomotives to Bangladesh Railway on grant basis; supply of road 
construction equipment and machinery to Road and Highways Department of the 
Government of Bangladesh; and presentation of a book containing translations of the historic 
7th March speech of Bangabandhu into 23 Indian and 5 languages of other South Asian 
countries by PM Sheikh Hasina to PM Modi. PM Hasina also visited the Sufi shrines of 
Nizamuddin Aulia Dargah in New Delhi and of Khwaja Moinuddin Chisti in Ajmer, Rajasthan.  
 
6. The External Affairs Minister (EAM) Dr. S. Jaishankar paid a visit to Bangladesh on 28 

April 2022, wherein he called on Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, held delegation-level talks 
with Foreign Minister, Dr. AK Abdul Momen and they jointly addressed a press conference. 
Later, External Affairs Minister hosted Dr. Momen for the 7th Joint Consultative Committee 
Meeting to comprehensively review the bilateral relationship on 19 June 2022 in New Delhi.  
 
7. In addition to the high-level engagements between the two countries, there have also 

been several interactions at senior official level in various bilateral mechanisms. The multi -
dimensional cooperation between the two countries ranges from traditional sectors of tourism, 
health and education to frontier technologies of nuclear science, space, and IT. 
 
Security and Border Management: 
8. 52nd Director General Level Talks (DGLT) between Border Security Force (BSF) and 

the Border Guard Bangladesh (BGB) were held on 17-21 July in Dhaka. There is active 
cooperation between various agencies of both countries working jointly to combat illicit drug 
trafficking, fake currency, human trafficking, and cooperate on police matters, anti-corruption 
activities, among others. Mechanisms for the peaceful and cooperative management of the 
4,096 kms-long international border are also actively focused on border fencing, joint 
inspection of boundary pillars, joint boundary demarcation, including of riverine boundaries, 
among others.  
 
Defence Cooperation: 
9. 2021 saw India and Bangladesh jointly commemorate the 50th anniversary of the 1971 

War fought shoulder-to-shoulder by the armed forces of both countries. In the defence sector, 
significant bilateral exchanges took place during this period, with incoming and outgoing visits 
of the Chiefs of the Indian and Bangladesh Armed Forces. In July 2022, the Indian Army 
Chief, on invitation of his counterpart, paid a visit to Bangladesh; his first foreign visit since 
assuming charge. The 4th Annual Defence Dialogue and 3rd Tri-Services Talks were held from 
August 8-10, 2022 in New Delhi to comprehensively review ongoing cooperation. As part of 
DefExpo 2022 and the IOR Defence Ministers Meeting in October 2022 in Gandhinagar, 
Gujarat, Bangladesh was represented by Maj Gen Tarique Siddiqui, Defence Advisor to PM. 
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10. Muktijoddha related engagements and annual visit of Muktijoddhas on the occasion of 
Victory Day were undertaken and scholarships distributed to the heirs of Muktijoddhas in 
March 2022. The Scholarship scheme stands renewed for a further period of five years from 
2022-23 onwards. Also, Muktijoddha Medical Scheme for Muktijoddha to avail medical 
treatment in India was implemented for the first time in 2020. In July 2022, two delegations of 
Muktijoddhas accompanied by journalists visited neighbouring States of Assam and Tripura, 
for the very first time, as an expression of gratitude to the role played by respective States. As 
a mark of gratitude for the role they played in liberating Bangladesh, PM Hasina handed over 
scholarships to the descendants of the Indian veterans of the 1971 War, during her State Visit 
to India in September 2022. 
 
Connectivity: 
11. Operationalization of the Haldibari (India) – Chilahati (Bangladesh) rail link, the fifth 

such renovated rail line between India and Bangladesh on 1 August 2021, paved the way for 
greater sub-regional connectivity and would help facilitate freight movement from Bangladesh 
to Nepal and Bhutan and vice-versa. Between partition in 1947 and upto 1965, 7 rail links 
were operational between India and the-then East Pakistan. Present day, the other four rail 
links made operational between India and Bangladesh include Petrapole (India) - Benapole 
(Bangladesh), Gede (India) – Darshana (Bangladesh), Singhabad (India) - Rohanpur 
(Bangladesh), and Radhikapur (India) – Birol (Bangladesh). 
 

12. Owing to the Covid-19 pandemic, India and Bangladesh stepped up their rail 
cooperation, as trade via land border faced abnormal disruption. Rail emerged as the 
preferred, cost-effective and environment-friendly mode for cross-border transportation of 
essential commodities. The past year has witnessed the highest-ever exchange of freight 
trains and saw measures undertaken to expeditiously commence parcel and container train 
services between India and Bangladesh reach fruition. In support of the RMG and Textile 
business in Bangladesh, for the first time, 468 tonnes of cotton yarn was transported to 
Benapole (Bangladesh) by rail. As a result, bilateral trade via rail has recorded an 
unprecedented year-on-year growth of 130%. 
 
13. For greater modernization of border infrastructure and strengthening of cross-border 
connectivity, a new Passenger Terminal Building was inaugurated at Integrated Check Post 
(ICP) Petrapole in September 2021. The ninth-largest international immigration port for India, 
ICP Petrapole is also the most important land port between the two countries catering to 23 
lakh passengers annually and its up-gradation to improve the institutional arrangements to 
enhance trade and connectivity is being pursued. 
 
Economic and Commercial: 
14. Bangladesh is India’s biggest trade partner in South Asia and India is the second 
biggest trade partner of Bangladesh in Asia. Despite Covid-19 related disruptions, bilateral 
trade grew at an unprecedented rate of almost 44% from USD 10.78 bn in FY 2020-21 to  
US$  18.14 bn in FY 2021-22. Exports to Bangladesh touched above US$ 16 bn as against 
US$ 9.6 bn the previous FY. India is Bangladesh’s largest export destination in Asia. 
 
15. Cooperation in the power sector has become one of the hallmarks of India- 
Bangladesh relations. Bangladesh is currently importing 1160 MW of power from India. The 
Joint Working Group (JWG)/Joint Steering Committee (JSC) on power provides an 
institutional framework to promote bilateral cooperation in cross border trade of electricity. 
Development Partnership: 
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16. Bangladesh is the biggest development partner of India today. India has extended 3 
Lines of Credits (LOC) to Bangladesh in the last 8 years amounting to around US$ 8 billion for 
development of infrastructure in various sectors including roads, railways, shipping and ports. 
In addition to LOCs, the Government of India has also been providing grant assistance to 
Bangladesh for various infrastructure projects including, construction of Akhaura-Agartala rail 
link, dredging of inland waterways in Bangladesh and construction of India-Bangladesh 
Friendship Pipeline for carriage of High Speed Diesel into Bangladesh.  
 
17. High Impact Community Development Projects (HICDPs) constitute an active pillar of 

India’s development assistance. The Government of India has funded 74 HICDPs including 
construction of student hostels, academic buildings, skill development and training institutes, 
cultural centers, and orphanages etc in Bangladesh and another 14 HICDPs are being 
implemented. 
 
18. Human resource development is a key component of India’s development cooperation 

efforts in Bangladesh through its several ongoing training programs and scholarships. The 
Government of India has been providing training to Bangladesh Civil Service officials, police 
officials, judicial officials, among others, at various premier training institutes in India. 
 

Capacity Building and Human Resource Development: 
19. An important ITEC partner country, Bangladesh annually sees around 800 participants 

availing benefits of the ITEC training courses. Despite the courses shifting to virtual mode, 
training activities did not stall and over 180 Bangladeshi nationals engaged in the e-ITEC 
courses during this period. to students from Bangladesh for  In March 2021, India announced 
1000 “Suborno Jayanti Scholarships” for Bangladeshi students and in February 2022, a 
dedicated website was launched for desirous Bangladeshi students wanting to study in 
premier Govt of India educational institutes, including the IITs and NIITs, and pursue under-
graduation, post-graduation and M.Phil/PhD courses. 
 

Cultural Cooperation: 
20. During PM Modi’s visit in March 2021, both Prime Ministers inaugurated Bangabandhu-

Bapu Digital Exhibition in Dhaka to celebrate the life and legacy of the two iconic leaders. 
Both sides released respective commemorative postage stamps to mark the 50 th anniversary 
of India-Bangladesh friendship during the same visit. Bangladesh welcomed the decision of 
Government of India to establish the Bangabandhu Chair at University of Delhi and Amb 
Shahidul Haque (Retd), ex-Foreign Secretary of Bangladesh, is its first occupant. 
 
21. The Indira Gandhi Cultural Centre and the Indian Cultural Centre in Dhaka both play an 
important role in celebration of common cultural links between the two countries. Its training 
programs including Yoga, Kathak, Manipuri dance, Hindi language, Hindustani classical music 
and the cultural programs of renowned artists of India and Bangladesh contribute in 
promotion of people-to-people contacts. Offline classes at both the Centres have begun with 
the enthusiastic participation of Bangladeshi students of various age categories. Academic 
Chairs, viz. Hindi Chair in Dhaka University and Unani Chair in Hamdard University have got 
functional since March 2022. 
 
22. As an important youth connect initiative, in June 2022, India launched a revamped 

version of the Bangladesh Youth Delegation 2022 campaign to attract the best of Bangladeshi 
talent, from various disciplines, to visit India as part of the delegation, for which auditions have 
been conducted in major cities of Dhaka, Chattogram and Rajshahi. Signifying the 
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tremendous interest in the programme, over 1,000 applications were received from across 
Bangladesh and later, a 100-member delegation visited India in October 2022, wherein they 
toured prominent sites of academic/cultural interest in New Delhi and other Indian cities. The 
delegation also called on Hon’ble President of India. 
 
Visas: 
23. Pursuant to the policy of Government of India to further liberalize the Indian visa 

application process and strengthen people-to-people ties between India and Bangladesh, 
Indian Visa Application Centers (IVAC) across Bangladesh operated at limited scale to cater 
to needs of visa applicants desirous of urgent medical attention in India, while adhering to the 
Covid-19 pandemic restrictions enforced by Government of Bangladesh, and now since 
relaxation in such measures have taken place, IVAC services have been augmented to cater 
to the rising demand for Indian visa. Indian visas issued in Bangladesh constitute the largest 
visa operations India conducts worldwide, both in terms of application centres present across 
the country, the volume of applications received per day as well as number of visas issued. 
 
Cooperation to tackle the challenge of COVID-19 pandemic: 
24. Bangladesh PM Sheikh Hasina participated in the video conference of SAARC Leaders 
on 15 March 2020 on the invitation of PM Modi to share assessments of their respective 
country’s situation relating to the pandemic, consider best practices, and identify cooperative 
measures to minimize and mitigate spread of the disease. Government of India has also been 
conducting various online training modules to train the health professionals of Bangladesh on 
treatment and care of COVID patients. 
 
25. As on date, Government of India has gifted 3.3 million Covishield (Oxford-AstraZeneca 

vaccines) to Bangladesh to assist in its ongoing effort to fight against the pandemic. This is 
the largest tranche of Made-in-India Covid vaccines gifted to any country by India. 
Government of Bangladesh, BEXIMCO Pharmaceuticals Limited of Bangladesh and the 
Serum Institute of India (SII) signed a trilateral MOU to commercially procure 30 million doses 
of COVID-19 vaccine from the SII.  
 
26. Two ‘Mobile Oxygen Plants’ were gifted to Bangladesh with the help of INS Savitri in 
September 2021. In yet another first, India operated ‘Oxygen Express’ trains to transport 
Liquid Medical Oxygen (LMO) in railway containers, as part of commercial purchases made 
by Bangladesh. 20 such trains operated during the period when demand for medical oxygen 
shot up, especially in the second wave of Covid-19. India also handed over 109 Life Support 
Ambulances to Bangladesh in line with PM Modi’s commitment during his March 2021 visit. 
As another friendly gesture, about 20 tonnes of necessary medical supplies including Oxygen 
Nasal Cannula, Oxygen Face Mask, Oxygen Flow Meter, Non-rebreather Mask, Pulse 
Oxymeter, High Flow Nasal Canula, Medical Oxygen Cylinder and Infrared Thermometer was 
gifted to Bangladesh in August 2021. 
 

*** 
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