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The Secretariat of the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC)
presents its compliments to the Ministries of Foreign/External Affairs of the Member States
of SAARC and has the honour to state that the SAARC Energy Centre (SEC), under its
approved Programme of Activities for the year 2021, is organizing a Webinar on
Techniques to Forecast Long-term Demand of Electricity for SAARC Member States
on 18" February 2021 at 1000 -1230 hours Pakistan Standard Time (PST). The Concept
Paper of the Webinar is attached.

The esteemed Ministries are requested to circulate the information about the
aforementioned Webinar among all relevant Ministries/Departments, power utilities
academia and research organizations. Interested officials/participants can register for the
Webinar at the following link:

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/9170914749852861968

The agenda and guidelines of the Webinar will be available on SEC’s website
(www.saarcenergy.org) a week prior to the event. Any query/clarification may be sent
directly to SEC at the following address:

Dr. Tanvir Ahmad

Programme Leader (Technology Transfer)
SAARC Energy Centre, Islamabad, Pakistan
Tel: +92 51 222 8802 Ext. 121; Fax: +92 51 222 1937; Cell: +92 306 025 8962
Email: pltt@saarcenergy.org, info(@saarcenergy.org

The Secretariat of SAARC avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Ministries
of Foreign/External Affairs of the Member States of SAARC, the assurances of its highest
consideration.

Encls: a.a.

The Ministries of Foreign/External Affairs,
(SAARC Division),
Member States of SAARC.

Copy to Director, SAARC Energy Centre, Islamabad.

P.O. Box N0.4222, Kathmandu, Nepal
Tele: 00977-1-4221785, 4221411 Fax: 4227033, 4223991
E-mail: saarc@saarc-sec.org




Concept Paper

Webinar on “Techniques to Forecast Long-term Demand of
SAARC Member States”

Background:

A power system is built to supply its customers economically and rel
requirements. With the ever-increasing demand of electricity, new

transmission and distribution lines are added to a power system. Long-
planning is a prerequisite to optimize the investment in the power sectc
efficient utilization of energy resources®. Demand forecasts for the long-tern
for eight to fifteen years ahead and play an important role in economic exp

system to meet the future demand reliably while maintaining power quality?.

In the SAARC region, the size of the power system varies significantly from on
with differences in generation resources, energy usage patterns, techno

degree of power trade®. As power systems are dynamic and continue to evq

the system planning criteria is regularly updated and global best practi
optimally utilize the available resources. As cross border electricity trade shi
tri-lateral arrangements in the SAARC region, coordinated system planning

States to use the full potential of their energy sources, rapidly increase

renewable energy and enhance energy security®.

Introduction:

SAARC Energy Centre (SEC) is organizing a webinar on “Techniques to
Demand of Electricity for SAARC Member States”. This webinar will be a one
consist of presentations from various experts of the field. The experts
importance of power system planning, various models and methods used

! Ghods L, Kalantar M., “Different Methods of Long-Term Electric Load Demand Forecg
Review” in IJEEE Vol. 7 Issue 4 page: 249-259, 2011.

2 Dang Khoa T. Q. and Oanh P. T., “Application of Elman and neural wavelet network to long
in ISEE Journal Track 3 Sec. B No. 20 page: 1-6, 2005.
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forecasting, ways to minimize the inherent inaccuracies in the forecasting
of forecasting on power system expansion. The webinar will share the
electricity trade and renewable energy integration on power system pl

rethods and impacts

effects of regional

anning criteria. The

discussion will also cover the correct approach to adopt and apply latest forecasting methods

and the recommended frequency to update planning criteria.

Objectives:

The objective of the webinar is to share information on the application of th
practices currently utilized for long term electrical load forecasting. The mo
power system planners, working in the SAARC region, to make a learned de
of forecasting method best suited to their power system planning constrain

Major Aspects /Topics to be covered during the Webinar:

The following aspects shall be covered during the webinar:

1. Importance of long-term forecasting

2. Mathematical models and methods followed globally for load foreca

3. Limitations of long-term forecasting methods and ways to min
inaccuracies

4. Impact of long-term forecasting on development of generation
distribution system facilities

5. Knowledge sharing and interactive discussions

Potential Professional Resource:

The experts/speakers specializing in forecasting methods and their applicati
planning will be engaged during the webinar. They shall deliver their prese
webinar and respond to questions by the participants.

Venue of the Workshop:

The Webinar shall be broadcasted from the office of SAARC Energy Centre on
18, 2021.
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