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Frime Minister

New Delhi: .. lanulanY 12,201V

Excel lencY,

Flease accept my heartiest congratulations on the occasion of the

50th anniversary of the foundation of AsEAN. I extend my felicitations to all

nsEnru Member states on this histor ic milestone.

The year 2017 , also marks the 25th Anniversary of the ASEAN-India

Dialogue Partne;ship, and I take this opportunity to convey my warm

greetings and the best wishes to Your Excel lency as wel l  as to al l  the

heads of state and Government of ASEAN Member states and the peoples
.i

of ASEAN countries on this important occasion'

Excel lency, our shared bonds of heri tage and culture are bui l t  on

the foundation oi strong people-to-people contacts nurtured through the

mil lennia. l t  is in consonance with this that the theme of the 25 years

celebrat ions has been selected as "Shared Values, Common Destiny" '

reflecting our joint endeavor for a shared future defined by mutual

cooperation, peace, progress and prosperity'

India's "Act East Policy;' is a reflection of the importance we.attach

to our strategic partnership with ASEAN, of which we mark five ygars'

atongside 15 years of our summit- level partnershipr I  congratulate ASEAN

member states on successfully completing one year of the ASEAN

Community, and assure them of lndia's support for the real izat ion of the

AS.EAN Vision 2025.

lndia greatty values ASEAN's role as a proponent of peace, stabi l i ty

and prosperi ty in the region, and reiterates i ts support to ASEAN central i ty

in regional affairs. We stand shoulder-to-shoulder with ASEAN in the

pursuit  of a rules-based regional architecture which is open' inclusive'

balanced and equitable'
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our economic partnership remains dynamic and r urge ASEANsupport for reaping the full benefits of the ASEAN-India Free Trade Area inGoods, services and Investment. The Regionar comprehensive Economic
.Partne;sfrip could further strengthen .oop"r"tion and economic integrationin our region i f  we are abre to achieve an incrusive, comprehensive,baranced and mutuafiy beneficiar agreement, with equar ambit ion in goods,services and investment.

Excelrency, ret me take this opportunity of once again assuring youof our desire to deepen our engagement with ASEAN across the threepillars of engagement, so that it may scare new heights and constitute adefining partnership of our times.

.onriOul;ff: 
accept, Exceilency, the assurances of my highest

H.E. Mr. Rodrigo R. Duterte
President of the phi l ippines
Mani la
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